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Captain John Adam has just
come to a terrible realization,
refuse to carry out this order
will be regarded as an act of
cowardice and Adam cannot
afford to be branded a coward

again
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hc was the hrst Canadian
soldier sentenced to death, and rear headquarters in Iraly seethed

the prospect of carrying it out. At his I'I'I.ll‘b]f:-hj!lip{:d desk in Rome
Major-General Paul Vincent read the instructions trom London with
distaste. The findings of the court martial had been confirmed by
Ortawa—that meant by a special .sessiun of the cabinet, the General
supposcd-—and it was now ﬂ‘}c direct responsibility of the Area Com
mander that the execution of Private Sydney Jones should be pro-
ceeded with “as expeditiously as possible.”

The hum of voices and the quick beat of teletypes in the outer office
marked the measure of Rome’s agitation. No one had expected this
confirmation of sentence. Not even the officers who had sentenced
Private Jones to death. For them, indeed, there had been little choice;
- Jones had even wanted to plead guilty, but the court had automarically
~ changed his plea, and gone on to record ics inevitable finding and sen-
tence.

The salient facts of the case filed quickly through the neat corridors
‘of General Vincent's mind. This Jones, a young soldier of twenty-two,
had deserted his unit, had joined with a group of deserter-gangsters
who operated in Rome and Naples, and had been present when his
‘“ompanions shot and killed a U.S. military policeman.
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